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steel beam 

nails 

hacksaw blade 

hacksaw handle 

two oil drums hammer 
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1.1 Units of measurement   

Length 

millimetre (mm) 1,000 millimetres                    = 1 metre 

centimetre (cm) 100 centimetres                       = 1 metre 

metre (m) 1,000 metres                            = 1 kilometre 

kilometre (km)    
      

Weight 

milligram (mg) 1,000 milligrams                    = 1 gram 

gram (g) 1,000 grams                            = 1 kilogram 

kilogram (kg) 1,000 kilograms                      = 1 tonne  

tonne     
 

Volume 

millilitre (ml)  1,000 millilitres                       = 1 litre 

litre (l)    
      

Area (2 dimensions) 

Area = length x breadth (or width). 

o 3m*4m = 12m
2
 : 3 metres long by 4 metres wide is an area of 12 square metres. 

Volume (3 dimensions) 

Volume  =  length  x  breadth (or width)  x  height or depth      

o 2 metres by 3 metres by 4 metres is a volume of 24 cubic metres. 

Prefixes 

 ókiloô means 1000 

ócentiô means 100 

ódeciô means 1/10 

ómilliô means 1/1000 
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Fractions 

½  = half 

o half an hour (30 minutes)   

o 2 ½  = two and a half 
 

¼  = a quarter   

o a quarter of an hour (15 minutes) 

o 3 ¼ = three and a quarter 

Decimals 

o 0.25 = zero point two five 

o 2.5 = two point five 

Writing numbers  

o In English we use a ócommaô to separate each thousand: e.g. 2,000; 15,000; 25,000.  

Percentages  

o 50% = fifty percent (ópercentô means per hundred) 

1.2 Dimensions 

A dimension is a measurement of somethingôs length, height, width, depth or thickness.  

Q: What are the dimensions of this room?  

A: This room is 12 metres long by 6 metres wide by 3 metres high.  

ADJECTIVE  NOUN TETUN 

deep depth klean 

long length naruk 

wide width luan 

broad breadth luan 

high height aas 

tall height ain aas 

heavy weight todan 

far distance dook; distansia 

VERB NOUN TETUN 

weigh  weight tetu; todan 

measure  measurement sukat; sasukat 
 

We use ótallô but not óhighô with people. We can also use ótallô with trees and buildings.  

o He is a tall man.  

o Our mango tree is very tall.  
 

We use óhighô with buildings, trees, mountains and other things but not people. 
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óHighô is used to describe the distance of something from the ground or from the top to the bottom.  

o How high is that building?  

o A very tall/high building is called a óskyscraperô. 

o There are a lot of high mountains in Europe. 

o The wall around our garden is 2 metres high. 

o The aeroplane flew very high up in the sky. 
 

1.3 Forming measurement questions 

If we use a noun for asking a question about a measurement we use ówhatô. 

Question: What is the + dimension + of +  something?  

Answer: The + dimension + of the + something +  is + number + measurement  

Q: What is the depth of the oil well? 

A: The depth of the oil well is 300 metres.   

Q: What is the height of the derrick? 

A: The height of the derrick is 60 metres. 

If we use an adjective for asking about a measurement we use óhowô. 

Question:  How + adjective + is + subject  

Answer: Subject + is + number + measurement + adjective.  

Q: How long is this room? - length 

A: This room is five metres long. 

Q: How long was the meeting? - length of time 

A: The meeting was two hours long. 

Q:  How deep is the oil well? - depth 

A: The well is 300 metres deep.  

Q: How tall are you? - height 

A: I am 180 centimetres tall. 

Q: How high is this room? - height 

A: The room is 3 metres high.  

Q: How far is the airport? - distance  

A: The airport is 15 kilometres away.  

 
 

Exercise 

 

Write two questions and two answers about the water tank. Use ódepthô and ódeepô. 

1. Q: ................................................................................................................................................... 

A: ................................................................................................................................................. 

2. Q: ................................................................................................................................................... 

A: ................................................................................................................................................. 

 

    5.25 metres   

 
 

 

water  

tank  
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Exercise 

Complete the questions using óhowô. 

1. ................................................... (length of time) will you be away?  

2. ...................................................  (distance)  is Baucau from Dili?  

3. ...................................................  (depth) is the water well in your village?  

4. ...................................................  (height) is the derrick on the oil rig? 

5. I drive to work every morning. ...................................................  (length of time) does it take 

you?  

6. ...................................................  (height) are you?  

7. ...................................................  (width) is the river. 

8. ...................................................  (length of time) have you worked here?  

9. The river where we go swimming is very...................................................  (depth).  

10. How...................................................  (depth) is it?  

11. ...................................................  (distance) is the bank from the hotel? 

12. ...................................................  (height) is that mango tree in your garden? 

13. ...................................................  (weight) is a sack of rice? 

 

1.4 Questions and answers about measurements 

For plural subjects, use: 

Question: How many ...  are there ...? 

Answer: There are .... 

For example: 

Q: How many grams are there in a kilogram? 

A: There are one thousand grams in a kilogram. 
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Exercise 

Insert óis thereô or óare thereô in the question, and write the correct answer, using a full sentence. 

1. Q: How many centimetres ............................................ in a metre?    

A: ..............................................................................................................   

2. Q: How many metres ............................................ in a kilometre? 

A: .............................................................................................................. 

3. Q: How many litres ............................................ in a barrel of oil? 

A: .............................................................................................................. 

4. Q: How many millimetres ............................................ in a centimetre? 

A: .............................................................................................................. 

 

1.5 Approximations 

These words are approximations. 

 

ENGLISH  TETUN ENGLISH  TETUN 

exactly  loloos  nearly besik 

precisely loloos  almost besik 

about Maizoumenus just under besik 

approximately Maizoumenus just over liu uitoan 
 

Exercise 

Complete these sentences using a word from the above list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The time is ................................................ half past eight.  

2. It is ................................................ twelve oôclock.  
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985 millimetres  

 

 

 

3. This steel bar is ................................................ one metre long.  

4. This steel bar is ................................................ 985 millimetres long. 

 
 

1015 millimetres  

 

 

 

 

5. This steel bar is ................................................ one metre long. 

6. This steel bar is ................................................ 1015 millimetres long. 

 

1.6 Height and depth 
 

Exercise 

 Oil well         Building  

 

  

 

  310 metres  

        195 metres  
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Answer these questions using the vocabulary in the box in section 1.5. 

1. The well is ............................................. 300 metres ............................................. (deep/depth). 

2. The well is ............................................. 310 metres ............................................. (deep/depth). 

3. The .......................................... (deep/depth) of the well is ......................................... 310 metres. 

4. The building is .......................................... 200 metres ............................................. (high/height) 

5. The ........................................ (high/height) of the building is .....................................195 metres. 

 

Exercise 

Insert the following dimensions onto the drawing. 

This shipping container is 15 metres long by 3 metres high by 4 metres wide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1.7 Exercise: Choosing verb tense 

Complete these sentences using the correct form of the verb, using present simple, present continuous 

or simple past.   

1. Last year the Main Well ................................................... (produce) 2,000 barrels of oil.. 

2. Currently oil pollution ................................................... (cause) a lot of damage to the 

environment along the American coast. 

3. Nowadays oil pollution from ships ................................................... (damage) the coastal 

environment of many countries.  

4. In 2011 oil pollution ................................................... (have) a serious effect on the marine 

environment around the world. 

5. Geologists ................................................... (identify) a potential oil reservoir in the Timor Sea 

three weeks ago. 

 

 

 

A shipping container 
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2. MAKING COMPARISONS 
Study section 9.10 about making comparisons. 

Exercise 

Complete the table by adding the Tetun translation, and the comparative and superlative adjectives. 

ADJECTIVE  TETUN COMPARATIVE  SUPERLATIVE  

important    

bad    

serious    

fast    

sharp    

hot    

beautiful    

handsome    

easy    

difficult     

young    

pretty    

strong    

old    

happy    

lucky    

deep    

hot    

heavy    

serious    
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Exercise 

Use the adjectives in the box and complete the story. Some adjectives can be used more than once. 

 
 

 

 

 

1. Every morning Mario gets up .................................. He gets up .................................. his sister 

Maria who is always the first one up. She gets up very .................................. because she has to 

cook breakfast for everyone. She cooks all the meals because she is the .................................. 

cook in the house, even .................................. her mother. 

2. Mario catches a microlet to work because they are .................................. taxis but they are also 

.................................. taxis and so he must allow plenty of time. He started a new job last month 

and he doesnôt want to be ................................... His new job is ..................................     

.................................. his old job but the work is much ..................................  

3. Maria leaves home at 8 oôclock. She takes a taxi because they are .................................. 

microlets.  Maria always has a lot of work to do so she is ..................................every day is but 

Monday is the .................................. day.  

4. Both Maria and Mario meet for lunch at Bodega restaurant.  It may not be the 

.................................. restaurant in town but the food  is certainly the .................................. 

 

Adjectives require óto beô 

Every sentence must have a verb. If you use an adjective to describe the subject, you must also use a 

verb. Usually this verb is óto beô. 

o My workmates are friendly. (NOT: My workmates friendly.) 

o My boss was absent yesterday. 

o These work boots were expensive. 

o Is your job interesting? 

o Was the examination difficult? 
 

late  early  good  cheap  slow 

interesting  hard  quick  busy 
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2.1 Comparing quantity: ómuch moreô, ómuch lessô  

When we compare two or more quantities and we want to show that the difference is big, we can use: 

ñmuch moreò  ................than = a lot more  ................ than 

 ñmuch lessò  ................ than = a lot less  ................ than 
 

Marcos has $20 and Maria has $6 dollars.  

o Marcos has the most money.  

o Maria has the least money. 

 

Marcos has $10 and Maria has $2.  

o Marcos has a lot more/much more money than Maria.   

o Maria has a lot less/much less money than Marcos. 

 

Marcos has $10 and Maria has $8.  

o Marcos has more money than Maria.  

o Maria has less money than Marcos.   
 

Exercise 

Maria has $110 in the bank, Marcos has $20 in the bank and Mario has $150 in the bank. 

Write five sentences comparing how much each person has in the bank. 

1. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

2.2 Comparing size 

When we compare things like a house, shoes, clothes, vegetables, a city, a country, an apartment, a 

dog, a car and people we can use the adjectives big and small. 

 

ADJECTIVE  COMPARATIVE (add ï er) SUPERLATIVE  (ADD ï EST) 

big   

small   

long   
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Exercise 

Write four sentences comparing toolboxes A and B.  

 

1.  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2.  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3.  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4.  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

2.3 Comparing length 

Two steel pipes 

When we compare the length of something we use the adjectives short and long.  

ADJECTIVE  COMPARATIVE (ADD ï óERô) SUPERLATIVE (ADD ï óESTô) 

short   

long   

 

Exercise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write two comparative sentences about steel pipes A and B. 

1. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Write two superlative sentences about steel pipes A and B. 

1. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

B 

A 

Steel pipe A 

 

Oil 23 litres 

Steel pipe B 

 

Oil 23 litres 
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2.4 Comparing quantities 

Barrels of oil 

óOilô is an uncountable noun. (Refer also to section Error! Reference source not found. on 

uncountable nouns.) 

OIL DRUM ôAõ    OIL DRUM ôBõ 

         

 

     

 

 

Exercise 

Complete these 10 sentences using comparisons.  

Answer questions 11 and 12 in full sentences. Refer to section 2.1. 

1. There is ........................... oil in drum óAô ........................... in drum óBô. 

2. Drum óAô has the ........................... oil in it. 

3. Drum óBô has ........................... oil ........................... drum óAô. 

4. Drum óAô has ........................... oil ........................... drum óBô. 

5. Drum óBô has the ........................... oil in it. 

6. Drum óAô has 15 litres ........................... oil than drum óBô 

7. There is ........................... oil in drum óBô ........................... in drum óAô. 

8. There is much ........................... oil in drum óBô ........................... in drum óAô.  

9. There is much ........................... oil in drum óAô ........................... in drum ôBô. 

10. Drum óBô has 15 litres ........................... oil ........................... drum óAô.  

11. Which drum has the most oil in it? 

12. Which drum has the least oil in it? 

 

2.5  Comparing thickness 
 

ADJECTIVE  

 

TETUN COMPARATIVE  

(ADD ï ER) 

SUPERLATIVE  

(ADD ï EST) 

thick    

thin    

 

 

38 litres 

 

 

23 litres 
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Exercise 

Steel plate A      Steel plate B 

 

  

                  30 mm         16 mm   

 

 

 

 
 

1. Steel plate óAô is thicker than steel plate óBô. 

2. Steel plate óAô is 14 mm thicker than steel plate óBô. 

3. Steel plate óAô is the thickest. 

 

Steel plate óCô 

 
 

         24 mm  

 

 

 

 

Write 6 comparative or superlative sentences about steel plates óAô, óBô and óCô. 

1. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

2.6 Comparing weight 

ADJECTIVE  COMPARATIVE  SUPERLATIVE  

heavy   

light   
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Exercise 

 

                                 

   A.       B. 

  

 

 

 

 

   C.       D.  

                                   

 

          

 

 

 

   E.       F.  

  

 

 

Use the verb given or a comparative adjective from the table above. 

1. Drum A ......................................... (weigh) 15 kg. 

2. Drum A ......................................... (weigh) more/less than drum B. 

3. Drum A is ............................................ than drum B. 

4. Drum C ......................................... (weigh) the same as drum D. 

 

Write 2 comparative and 2 superlative sentences about boxes E and F 

 

1. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

15kg 

 

25 kg 

 

25 

kg 

11 kg 

7 kg 

12 

kg 
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2.7 Comparing height 

ADJECTIVE  COMPARATIVE  SUPERLATIVE  

tall   

short   
 

Exercise 

 

a) tree         b) triangle 

 

 

 

 

       42 metres 

     

    35 metres 

 

       

           24 metres  

         

Fill in the blanks. 

1. The tree is ............................ metres high.  

2. The triangle is ............................ metres wide and ............................ metres high. 

3. The height of the triangle is ............................ metres and its width is ............................ metres. 

4. The height of the tree is ............................ metres. 

5. The triangle is ............................ than the tree. 

 

Write two comparative and two superlative sentences about Mario and Marcos. Use the information 

below. 

Mario : 25 years old; 165 cms tall 

Marcos : 37 years old;  170 cms tall 

 

1. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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2.8 Spills and leaks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. 

 

 

 A. 

 

 
 
 

VERBS TETUN 

overturn baku fila 

spill fakar, nakfakar 

leak in to suli tama 

leak out suli sai 

fall over monu 

clean up hamoos 
 

Exercise 

Delete the incorrect form of the verbs in this paragraph.  

Forklift accident in the oil store 

This morning there was/were an accident in the oil store. The forklift knocks over /knocked over an oil 

drum (A) and a lot of oil spills/ spilled out. Then the fork lift hit/hits a second oil drum (B) and made a 

hole in the side of it. Oil leaks/leaked out of that drum and make/made a big mess on the floor. We 

cleans/cleaned up the mess immediately as oil on the floor is very dangerous because it is slippery. 

 

Answer these two questions using the information given. 

1. Why did oil spill out of drum A? ________________________________________________ 

2. Why did oil leak out of drum B? ________________________________________________ 

 

Oil leak 

a hole 
Oil spill 

We have a 

problem with our 

forklift driver. 

Forklift 
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2.9 óNearlyô, óalmostô, óa halfô and óa quarterô 

How much oil is there in the drum? 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The oil drum is nearly/almost empty.  2. The oil drum is nearly/almost full. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  The oil drum is half full.   4.  The oil drum is a quarter full. 

 The oil drum is half empty.   

 

 

 

 

    

 

5. The oil drum is completely/totally empty.  6.     Both oil drums are completely empty. 

Water tanks 

    A   B   C 

 
 
 
 

½ ¼ 

water 

tank 

 

water 

tank 

 

water 

tank 
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Exercise 

Write one question and one answer for each of the water tanks, asking how much water is in each. 

1.  Q ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

A --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. Q --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. Q --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Exercise: Changing positive to negative 

Complete the table by inserting the negative form. Study the structure of negative sentences at the 

back of the workbook, in section 9.8. 

POSITIVE  NEGATIVE  

1. I worked late last night. 
 

2. I am working night shift next week. 
 

3. My son got up early yesterday. 
 

4. She is talking to the boss. 
 

5. We are going to Baucau next week. 
 

6. My brother lives in Australia. 
 

7. My supervisor is working today. 
 

8. The examination was difficult. 
 

9. It rained yesterday. 
 

10. They watch television every night. 
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3. TRADE TOOLS 

3.1 Trade tools I 

Exercise 

Write the name of the tool alongside the tool. 

 

 

 
 

 

1                        2       3              4 

 

 

 

 

 

  5                    6                       7   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  8            9     10 
 
 
 
 

 spirit level  tape measure  nut   bolt  ladder  

 spanner  hacksaw  hammer and nails screwdriver 
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3.2 óUse forô and óbe used forô 

Question:  What do we use a pen for? = What is a pen used for? 

Answer: We use a pen for writing. = A pen is used for writing. 

 

Exercise 

Choose the correct word from the above list. 

1. A ééééééééééééé is used for loosening and tightening 

ééééééééééééé onto ééééééééééééé 

2. If I want to tighten a screw I would use a ééééééééééééé 

3. To find the length and breadth of a room I would use a ééééééééééééé 

4. To cut a metal or plastic pipe I would use a ééééééééééééé 

5. To check if a post is vertical I would use a ééééééééééééé 

6. A ééééééééééééé is used for working in high places. 

 

3.3 Verbs of the trade 

VERB TETUN 

Nail baku pregu 

Hammer baku ho martelu 

Screw aperta parafuzu 

Fasten hametin 

Tighten aperta 

Loosen halo folga, hamamar 

Unscrew kore parafuzu 

Unfasten kore 

Saw kadoo 
 

Exercise 

Delete the incorrect word or words. 

1. This nut is tight/loose and could fall out. Could you please loosen/tighten it. 

2. If you want to take the top off the water bottle you screw/unscrew the cap. 

3. I want to remove this bolt but I am not strong enough can you please tighten/loosen it for me.  

4. Please give me a screwdriver/hammer/spanner I want to hammer these nails in. 

5. I want to cut this plastic pipe in half. Can you please give me a tape measure/hacksaw/hammer. 

6. When you are flying you must fasten/unfasten your seat belt. 

7. You need a screwdriver/spanner to take the nut off the bolt. 
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3.4 Text: An international oil company 

Royal Dutch Shell 

Royal Dutch Shell is known worldwide as Shell. It is an Anglo-Dutch petroleum company. It is one of 

the six largest oil exploration, natural gas, and petroleum companies in the world and was listed as the 

world's eighth largest company in 2010. Shell was created in 1907 when Hollandôs Royal Dutch 

Petroleum Company and Britainôs Shell Company merged.  

Royal Dutch Shell is a global group of energy and petrochemicals companies. It has around 101,000 

employees in more than 90 countries. Shell produces 2% of the worldôs oil and 3% of gas. It has 

44,000 service stations worldwide. 

 

Exercise 

Complete the following questions. Write complete sentences where required. 

1. Find a word from the text which means the same as: 

o joined together 

o all over the world 

o workers 

o a place where people can buy fuel 

o a business 

o approximately 
 

2. How did Royal Dutch Shell get its name? ................................................................................... 

3. Write down one superlative adjective from the text. .................................................................. 

4. Does Shell produce more oil than gas? ....................................................................................... 

5. What do you think a óservice stationô is? .................................................................................... 

6. Anglo-Dutch refers to two countries, what are they? .................................................................. 

 



 

23 

3.5 Trade tools II 

Write the name of the tool alongside the tool. 

 

 

 

 

 

1      2    3 

 

 

 

 

4      5    6 

 

 

 

 

 

7      8    9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  10    11     

   

 

 

 
 

knife   hammer drill  workbench  cordless electric drill 

óGô clamp  toolbox   sledge hammer  a pair of pliers  

adjustable spanner  shovel/spade  cordless electric screwdriver 
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Exercise 

Fill in the missing word. 

1. We have finished the job. Please put all the tools into the ééééééééééééé 

2. If you want to break concrete you should use a ééééééééééééé............. 

3. To cut cardboard or a box you could use a ééééééééééééé.................... 

4. To remove a nail from a piece of wood you could use a ééééééééééééé. 

 

Exercise 

Which of the above tools are ópower toolsô? (i.e. use electricity) ééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

3.6 óSomeô and óanyô 

Read section 9.13 on ósomeô and óanyô. Then choose the correct word in the sentences below. 

1. I didnôt have .................... screws so I had to  borrow  ....................  from my workmate. 

2. There isnôt  .................... water in the well, it is dry. 

3. This evening I am going out with .................... friends of mine. 

4. Can I please borrow .................... books about Timor? 

5. Do you have .................... questions? 

6. Would you like .................... coffee, sir? 

7. My friend gave me .................... good advice yesterday. 

8. The guest didnôt have .................... cash so he paid by credit card. 

9. I was too tired to do .................... work.  

10. If you donôt have .................... work to do please help in the kitchen.  
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3.7 Crossword: past tense 

Exercise 

Insert the correct past tense of the verbs given. 

1  2  3        

          4  

  5      6    

            

 7     8      

    9        

10            

      11    12  

   13         

14 15    16   17    

            

     18       

 

CLUES ACROSS 

1 to see  

3  to call 

5  to shut 

6  to tell 

9 to think 

10  to fall 

11 to get 

14  to bring 

17  to take 

18 to dream 

CLUES DOWN 

1 to sell 

2  to be 

3  to catch 

4  to sleep 

6  to teach 

7  to know 

8  to buy 

12  to write 

13  to dig 

15  to run 

16  to have 
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3.8 Exercise: Tense 

Study the simple present and simple past tenses in sections 9.1and 9.3. 

Complete the table by inserting either the simple past or the simple present tense. Add any time 

phrases that make sense. 

SIMPLE PRESENT SIMPLE PAST 

My boss is absent today.  

 I got up at 6 oôclock this morning. 

I always make my own breakfast.  

We have a meeting every Monday.  

 I started work this morning at 8 oôclock. 

 Did you work last Saturday? 

The restaurant closes at 11.00pm  

My sister goes to bed early.  

 I had lunch with my brother yesterday. 

My friends go fishing every Saturday.  

 

Exercise 

Complete these sentences using the correct form of the verb. Use simple present or present continuous.  

See sections 9.1 and 9.2 for explanations of these tenses. 

1. At the moment the demand for oil .............................................. (increase) but the supply of oil 

..............................................  (decrease) 

2. Royal Dutch Shell .............................................. (currently, drill) for oil in the Java Sea. The 

Company .............................................. (explore, also) other potential sites. 

3. Mobil .............................................. (expect) the new well to produce 1,000 barrels a day next 

year. 

4. Oil companies .............................................. (search, always) for new supplies of oil and gas. 

5. Some oil wells .............................................. (be) very old but they 

.............................................. (still, produce) oil every day. 
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4. PRODUCTION AND 

TRANSPORTATION 

4.1 Text: An oil refinery 

 

 

 

Follow the flow of petroleum from crude oil to the end products. 

 

FROM CRUDE OIL TO AVIATION FUEL.  

When crude oil comes from the oil well or an oil tanker it goes into storage. From there it goes into a 

furnace where it is heated. From the furnace it goes into a column. The heaviest parts of the crude oil, 

such as bitumen and asphalt, go to the lower part of the column. The lighter parts go higher up the 

column and will become different products.   

 

Column 

Start 

here 
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Exercise 

Refer to the paragraph and answer the questions. 

1. Which parts of the crude oil go to the bottom of the column?  

2. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. From the diagram, name three products that are made from petroleum? 

4. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. What do you think óbitumen and asphaltô are used for? Refer to the diagram. 

6. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

7. Underline one superlative and three comparative adjectives in the paragraph. 

 

4.2 Pronoun óoneô 

óOneô is a number.  It is also used as a pronoun; we use it so that we do not need to repeat a noun. 

Look at these examples: 

 

¶ I have forgotten my pen. Can I borrow one? (= Can I borrow a pen?) 

¶ My mobile phone is broken so Iôm going to buy a new one. (= a new mobile phone) 
 
 

Exercise  

Insert óoneô or óonesô in the following sentences. 

1. My new drill  is better than my old ............................................? 

2. That book is $5. How much is this............................................?  

3. My new work boots are more comfortable than my old ............................................. 

4. I have sold my old motorcycle and bought a new ............................................ 

5. Which car do you like, this ............................................ or that ............................................? 

6. You have finished your coffee, would you like another ............................................ 

7. My sister bought me these two tee shirts yesterday. I donôt like this ............................................ , 

I prefer the other ............................................ 
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4.3 Vocabulary: oil pipelines 
 

 
 

The Alaska pipeline carries millions of barrels of oil each day across one thousand kilometres of 

countryside.  

 

Exercise 

Insert the best word into the paragraph. 

 

 

 

Pipelines 

Oil ......................................... are used to take oil from an oil well to an oil ......................................... 

for conversion to petrol and other products or to a port for ......................................... to other countries 

by ...................................... Pipelines are an important form of .........................................and are also 

used to carry gas, and water. In some countries pipelines ......................................... due to corrosion 

from the rain and the sun, and the oil causes serious damage to the ......................................... Pipelines 

need to be maintained regularly to look after them and to avoid this ......................................... damage.  

To avoid visual pollution, some pipelines go underground, they are called ......................................... 

pipelines. Other pipelines go under water from the oil field to the refinery, these are 

......................................... pipelines. 

 

refinery   subterranean export  leak environment   

pipelines  environmental tanker  submarine transport 
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4.4 Texts: An oil pipeline and the Panama Canal 

Oil pipeline 

British Petroleum (known as BP) is a very large international oil company. From next year BP plans to 

ship 100,000 barrels of oil a day by pipeline to Panamaôs Pacific coast port where it will be loaded 

onto tankers bound for the U.S. Crude oil tankers too large to traverse the Panama Canal usually go 

around South America but the overland pipeline greatly reduces transit times and lowers freight costs. 

The trans-Panama pipelineôs capacity is 600,000 barrels a day. 

 

The Panama Canal 

The Panama Canal joins the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. The canal is slightly more than 64 km (40 

miles) long/length. Each year more than 12,000 ships pass through the canal, cutting about 12,600 km 

(7,800 miles) off the voyage between the two oceans. The minimum deep/depth is 12.5 m (41 ft), and 

the minimum wide/width is 91.5 m (300 ft), allowing all the largest ships to pass through. 

 

Exercise 

Refer to the two paragraphs and answer the following questions. Answer in complete sentences where 

required. 

1. What is óthe USô? (paragraph 1) ..................................................................................................... 

2. Find a word from paragraph 1 which mean the same as: 

o going to  :..................................................................................................... 

o big   :..................................................................................................... 

o across  :..................................................................................................... 

o travel, journey :..................................................................................................... 

o goods, cargo :..................................................................................................... 

 

3. In paragraph 2, delete the incorrect underlined words. 

4. What is a tanker? ............................................................................................................................. 

5. What are the two oceans mentioned in paragraph 2? ...................................................................... 

6. How deep is the Panama Canal? ................................................................................................... 

7. Why do ships use the Panama Canal? Discuss this with a colleague. 

 

http://topics.bloomberg.com/oil-tankers/
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4.5 Vocabulary: petroleum 

Exercise  

Write the word or words from the box alongside the correct definition. 

 

 

 

Definitions: 

1. Found below the surface of the earth. ...................................................................................... 

2. An area containing reserves of oil.  ...................................................................................... 

3. A factory for purifying a raw material such as sugar or oil. ............................................................ 

4. A machine for making holes.   ...................................................................................... 

5. A natural place where something is stored ...................................................................................... 

6. A natural or unrefined state.   ...................................................................................... 

7. A structure used as a base when drilling for oil ........................................................................ 

8. Located beneath the surface of the water.   ........................................................................ 

9. A person who studies the composition of the earth. ........................................................... 

10. Tanker, a ship or vessel designed to carry liquid cargoes in bulk. ................................................. 

 

Exercise 

Use the vocabulary in the box to complete the paragraph below. 

The petroleum process  

Oil companies employ ...................................................... to study rock formations and to locate 

new supplies of oil known as ...................................................... Some 

...................................................... are ...................................................... as they are found under the 

sea and other fields are ...................................................... because they are found under the surface 

of the earth. An ...................................................... is constructed over the oil field and 

a ...................................................... bores a well through to the oil 

...................................................... where the oil is stored. The ...................................................... 

,unrefined oil is then taken by...................................................... ,which are special ships for 

carrying liquid products, to an ......................................................where the oil is processed into 

different petroleum products. 

 

oil rig  submarine oil tanker oil refinery crude  

subterranean geologist oil field drill  reservoir 
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4.6 Text: The Timor Sea 

Choose the correct word or the correct form of the verb. 

The Timor Sea ............................... (be) a stretch of water which............................... (separate) the 

island of Timor and northern Australia at a ............................... (wide/width) of about 480 km. The 

sea ............................... (cover) an area of 450,000 sq km, and ............................... (reach) a 

............................... (deep/depth) of 3,200 m. The sea ............................... (contain) significant oil 

and gas deposits, ............................... (develop) in the past jointly by Australia and Indonesia.  

The rights to these deposits ............................... (be) at the centre of a long-standing controversy, 

dating back to the 1970s. In 1972 Australia ............................... (claim) about 85 per cent of the 

Timor Sea. Portugal ............................... (dispute) this and ............................... (put forward) an 

argument demanding the boundary be fixed mid-way.  

In July 2001 a óTimor Sea Agreementô ............................... (be) signed in Dili, establishing a joint 

petroleum development area. The agreement ............................... (specify) that 90 per cent of the 

petroleum produced would belong to Timor-Leste, and 10 per cent to Australia. 

 

Answer these questions with full sentences. 

1. How wide is the Timor Sea? .......................................................................................................... 

2. What is the depth of the Timor Sea? .............................................................................................. 

3. What is the area of the Timor Sea? Write the number out in words. ............................................. 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

4. What important deposits have been found in the Timor Sea? ........................................................ 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

5. How much of the Timor Sea did Australia claim in 1972? ............................................................. 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

6. Which country challenged this claim? ............................................................................................ 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 
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4.7 Crossword: opposites 

Write in the opposite of the words given. 

 1 2  3     4   

5         6   

7            

       8   9  

 10   11        

       12     

13  14          

      15   16  17 

         18   

19  20    21      

     22       

23            

 

CLUES ACROSS 

1 down 

3 enemy 

6 answer 

7 build 

8 sense 

10 invisible 

12 arrive 

14 found 

15 none 

18 second hand 

19 divide 

22 junior 

CLUES DOWN 

2 impossible 

3 against 

4 dusk 

5 subtract 

8 often 

9 spend  

11 outside 

13 praise 

16 hate, dislike 

17 lend 

20 well 

21 women 
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5. GRAPHS, CHARTS AND TABLES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Bar graph  

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 Pie graph 

 

 

 

        
       

Good morning 

everyone. 

Welcome to 

our company. 

The price of oil 

is increasing. 

This line graph shows 

the number of 

accidents went up, 

then down and now it 

is going up again. What does this bar 

graph tell us? 
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5.1 Prepositions for prices  

It is important to use the correct preposition with price changes. 

Study this e.g. and then try the exercises.  

Old price $100 

New price $105 

Increase $5 

Increase 5% 

 

¶ The price has increased by $5. =  The price has gone up by $5. 

¶ The price has increased by 5%.  

¶ There has been an increase of $5 in the price of rice. 

¶ The price has gone up to $105. (new higher price) 

¶ The price has increased from $100 to $105. (old price to new higher price) 
 
 

Exercise 

Complete the sentence with one of these prepositions: by, from, in, of, to. 

1. The price of oil has increased ............................ $5 . 

2. There was an increase ............................ $5 in the price of oil.  

3. Last year the price of oil went up ............................$75............................ $85. That is an 

increase ............................ $10. 

4. The price of petrol has gone up ............................ $1.10 a litre ............................ $1.20 a litre. 

That is a rise .......................... 10 cents a litre. 

5. The price of a litre of petrol has increased ............................ 10 cents a litre. 

Exercise 

The new price of a sack of rice is:  $40 

The old price of a sack of rice was:  $30 

The price has gone up by:   $ ___ 

 

Write four sentences using this information, explaining the price change and using the correct 

preposition. 

 

1. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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5.2 Vocabulary: change 

VERB TETUN NOUN 

vary muda (tuun-sae) variation 

change muda change 

fluctuate muda (tuun-sae) fluctuation 

increase sae, aumenta increase 

decrease tuun, hamenus decrease 

rise sae, aumenta rise 

go up sae, aumenta  

jump sae makaas (óhaksoitô) jump 

fall tuun fall 

drop tuun drop 

go down tuun  

decline tuun decline 

plummet tuun makaas  

ADJECTIVE  TETUN ADVERBS 

sharp makaas sharply 

sudden derepenti suddenly 

gradual neineik gradually 

slight uitoan slightly 

steady neineik-neineik (laos derepenti) steadily 

slow neineik slowly 
 

5.3 Describing price changes in Clarkesville 

Exercise 

The following line graphs show the price of some consumer goods last year in the imaginary city of 

Clarkesville. 

For each graph, choose two sentences from the list below which describe the graph most accurately. 

Write the sentences below the graph. 

1. There was a gradual fall in the price, then it dropped suddenly, and then it started to rise again. 

2. The price rose sharply then gradually fell. 

3. The price increased slowly then jumped abruptly then decreased gradually. 

4. There was a slow increase in the price then it went up sharply and then gradually decreased. 

5. The price fluctuated. 

6. The price went down gradually then dropped suddenly and then slowly increased. 

7. The price went up and down. 

8. The price jumped suddenly then fell steadily. 
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A.        

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

B. 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 $1.20  

 $1.30  

 $1.40  

 $1.50  

 $1.60  

 $1.70  

 $1.80  

 $1.90  

Cost of petrol per litre  

 $11.00  

 $16.00  

 $21.00  

 $26.00  

 $31.00  

 $36.00  

January  February  March  April  May  June  July August  September  

Cost of rice per sack 
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C. 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

D. 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 $50.00  

 $55.00  

 $60.00  

 $65.00  

 $70.00  

 $75.00  

 $80.00  

 $85.00  

 $90.00  

 $95.00  

 $100.00  

Price of a barrel of oil  

 $20.00  

 $25.00  

 $30.00  

 $35.00  

 $40.00  

 $45.00  

Price of a 20kg bag of coffee 
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Exercise 

Study the charts and write answers to the following questions. Use complete sentences. 

1. In which month was the price of rice at its lowest?     

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. What was the highest price for a sack of rice?    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. What was the highest price for a litre of petrol?    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. In which month was petrol at its most expensive?   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. In which month was the price of a barrel of oil at its lowest?    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. What was the highest price for a barrel of oil?    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

7. What was the highest price for a 20 kg bag of coffee?   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8. In which month was the price of coffee at its highest? 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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5.4 Text: A major oil company 

Mobil  

Mobil is a major American oil company that merged with Exxon in 1999 to form ExxonMobil. It 

operates petrol stations, carwashes, convenience stores and auto-repair shops throughout the world. It 

was founded in 1911 and quickly grew to be one of the worldôs most important oil companies.  

ExxonMobil is the worldôs largest international oil and gas company and the worldôs largest refiner 

and marketer of petroleum products. ExxonMobil is also a technology company, applying science and 

innovation to find better, safer and cleaner ways to deliver the energy the world needs. 

The company employs over 80,000 people worldwide. 

Exercise  

Refer to the paragraph and write down answers to the following questions. Use complete sentences 

where required. 

1. Find three comparative adjectives. 

2. -------------------------------------------------------- 

3. -------------------------------------------------------- 

4. -------------------------------------------------------- 

5. Find two superlative adjectives. 

6. -------------------------------------------------------- 

7. -------------------------------------------------------- 

8. When was Exxon Mobil founded? -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9. How many employees does Exxon Mobil have?  --------------------------------------------------------- 
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5.5 Bar chart: oil production 

 WORLD OIL PRODUCTION  

          

   

Middle East 65% 

   

   

Latin America 12% 

   

   

Russia 5% 

   

   

Libya 3% 

   

   

Nigeria 2% 

   

   

China 2% 

   

   

Other 11% 

   

   

  100% 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise   

Refer to the above chart and answer the following questions. 

1. What type of chart is this? It is a .......................... chart. 

2. Libya produces .......................... (more/most/less/least) oil than China but 

.......................... (more/most/less/least) oil than Russia. 

3. The Middle East produces .......................... (much more/many more/much less/many less) oil 

than Latin America. 

4. The Middle East produces .......................... (more/most/less/least) oil than all the other regions 

put together. 

5. Which two countries produce the same percentage of oil? ............................................................. 

 

65% 

12% 

5% 

3% 

2% 

2% 

11% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 

Middle East 

Latin 
America 

Russia 

Libya 

Nigeria 

China 

Other 
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5.6 Column chart: fuel imports   

These are the actual import figures for the Lao PDR as published in the Vientiane Times, November 

2010. 

 

Exercise 

Study the chart and answer the following questions in full sentences. 

1. How many millions of litres were imported in 2009? ..................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

2. Are fuel imports increasing or decreasing? ..................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

3. What do you think the 2010 import figure could be? Why? ........................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

4. Write 4 sentences which explain the chart using comparisons. See chapter 2 for help with 

comparisons. 

5. ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

7. ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8. ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

0 

100 
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300 
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FUEL IMPORTS (millions of  litres)  
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5.7 Column chart: ABC motor cycle sales 

Study the bar chart for motor cycle sales of the imaginary ABC company. 

 
 

0 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

ABC Cycles Ltd: Sales of motor cycles 2011 


































































































